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Message from the Principal 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

Welcome to the final newsletter of the 2020/2021 academic year. 

   

‘It always seems impossible until it is done’ Nelson Mandela 

The year is done and school is out for summer!! This interactive 

newsletter is a gathering of news items from staff and photos of 

students, which capture some of the events, successes and best 

moments of the Spring and Summer Terms.  

 

The challenges and restrictions of living with the threat of Covid 19 

this year did not prevent the staff and students of De La Salle 

College Churchtown from making the most of the year. After weeks 

of remote online teaching and learning, we were delighted to 

welcome back 5th and 6th Year students after the February Mid Term and the rest of the school after the 

Easter Holidays.  

 

No time was wasted as everyone adapted back to face to face tuition in Covid protocol compliant 

classrooms.   Because of the combined efforts and support of parents, staff and students we had zero 

cases in the school and managed to maintain many aspects of school life.  I would like to commend our 

students for their resilience and adaptability as they settled back into the routine of class time, 

homework and study.  Assessments were held and reports are now available on Vsware.   

We even managed to have Awards Ceremonies and Graduations.  Check out the photos of the fantastic 

work that TY students carried out in the school garden! This group did not allow the restrictions to get 

the better of them this year. We have been so impressed with their positivity, versatility and willingness 

to adapt to the many changes that had to be made to the TY programme. There is no doubt that this 

group of students are ready to embrace the challenges of senior cycle.  For more details on events 

particular to each year group please read the end of year reflections written by the Year Heads.  I would 

like to thank the Year Heads and Tutors for their dedication and commitment to their students 

throughout the year. Even during the time of school closures we were committed to offering the best 

pastoral care support to our students. I want to include in my thanks the work of the Guidance and SEN 

Departments and the SNA team. 



Our Student Council also did their utmost to check 

in and support their fellow students throughout 

the year. They carried out student surveys which 

helped the teachers to make amendments to the 

Online Remote Teaching and Learning Plan. In spite 

of the disruption to the school year the Student 

Council continued to work on ideas to improve the 

school and to their credited helped in the design of 

the new school track suit. I particularly want to 

commend the work they are doing with the Green 

Schools Committee. Together this group of 

enthusiastic young leaders are doing great work to 

reduce our carbon footprint and to promote Green 

issues in the school. They are in the process of 

applying for the third Green Flag and are working 

hard to put a plan in place to ensure that DLSC 

becomes a plastic free school next year.  There are 

plans for new water fountains and each student 

will be asked to invest in a new DLS water bottle 

which has been chosen and designed by the 

students.   

Green Schools Committee 

Our Sixth Year students have been a priority 

and a concern as they have experienced so 

much disruption throughout the two years of 

their Senior Cycle program.  They were very 

relieved to learn that they would have the 

option of Accredited Grades as well as the 

opportunity to sit the Leaving Certificate 

papers.  We said a fond farewell to these fine 

Lasallian young men at their graduation 

ceremony on De La Salle Day when we 

celebrated their journey, their contributions 

and their achievements.  Special 

congratulations to all the prize winners of the 

Class of 2021 listed in the newsletter.  The John 

Corbett Award this year went to Jack Mc 

Donnell, the Student of the Year Awards went 

to Cathal Kelly and Russel Flores while the Spirit 

of Lasalle Awards went to the Diarmaid Balfe 

and Enda Carberry - all very deserving, worthy 

winners of these prestigious and very special 

awards. We are however very proud of all our 

graduates and hope that the values, skills and 

lesson they have learned in De La Salle will 

stand them in good stead throughout their 

lives. We wish them every success in their 

exams and every blessing as they embark on a 

whole new exciting chapter in their lives. 

Student Council 



 
Our Annual Sports Day became Sports Week this 
year because of the Covid restrictions. The joy and 
excitement was palpable in the College as 
restrictions eased to allow some sporting activity 
to return in schools.  It was a glorious week and it 
was just wonderful to see the students out in the 
fields enjoying the physical activities, competing 
and having fun together. Have a look at some of 
the photos which capture the joy and spirit of the 
days. 

De La Salle Day is always a special highlight in 

our school calendar as we celebrate the feast 

day of our founder Saint Jean Baptiste De La 

Salle. We were so delighted to be able to 

celebrate the day despite the restrictions. I 

would like to thank Fr  Michael Cody    who led 

the liturgical celebration of the DLS Day Mass, 

in our local parish Church of the Good 

Shepherd which was beamed remotely into all 

classes in the school. This year the mass was 

dedicated to the memory of Mr Tom Smyth, 

former Principal and Mr Mick Daly former 

Deputy Principal who both gave many years of 

dedicated service to the school.  They will be 

remembered fondly especially by the many 

past pupils they taught throughout the years.  This DLS Day also herald the beginning of a new  

tradition of Lasallian Awards   where the De La Salle  

District of Malta, Great Britain and Ireland 

encouraged students in all their schools to get 

involved in individual and community projects. It 

was a very busy DLS Day morning as over fifty 1st 

and 2nd Year students received Bronze, Silver or Gold 

Awards. We were also delighted Peter Mari in 2nd 

Year received a prize of an IPad Mini as the overall 

winner of the District Silver Award. The 5th Year 

Mentors organised a fun whole-school bingo event 

and the day ended with the age old tradition of ice 

creams in the school yard!  We were especially 

appreciative that our caretaker Frank’s wife, put out 

the Child of Prague to ensure that the sun shone 

brightly for us throughout the day!! 



As mentioned in previous newsletters the work of increasing resources and improving the school 

building continued right throughout the year.  I am delighted to say that the new Art Room is now 

completed and ready for use in September. We are also putting the finishing touches to a new Music 

Room and are planning to introduce music and teaching students the ukulele as part of the 1st and 2nd 

Year Wellbeing Programme. Plans are also afoot to host ‘ Salles Got Talent’ again next year . Our hope 

is to encourage and to showcase the wonderful talents of our students -the musicians, the singers, the 

actor, the comedians, the dancers and the performers! We look forward to having an occasion to 

formally open the new DLSC Creative Arts Building early in the new academic year. 

Other projects completed this year included the installation of new windows and doors in the Assembly 

Hall, Stage and in part of Building B. Frank and Noel continue with their painting plan. Building C is 

completed and they have started to paint classrooms and corridors in Building A. We have also 

purchased new desks, chairs, and notice boards for many classrooms.   

Improvements were made earlier this year to the school grounds. The new car park, the pedestrian 

walkways and the introduction of the one way system have increased students and staff safety. I want 

to thank our Caretaking Team Frank and Noel, for all the great work they have done throughout the 

year to maintain and improve the school building and school grounds. 

This year we have also invested in upgrading our school broadband system and purchased a further 30 

Chrome books for the school.  It was great to be able to loan these out to students during the period of 

remote teaching and learning. Many improvements have also been made to our administration system 

and an Easy Payment system has also been introduced for parents. Most of the credit for these 

improvements goes to our school secretary, Niamh who is also the friendly face that looks after all who 

come to the reception.  

Our new Creative Arts Building which will be ready for our students in August 2021 



 

This September will see the introduction of a new ASD class which is an extra resource to support 

students on the autistic spectrum. Over the summer we will be working on setting up a new ASD 

Classroom and we will have more building work in progress in order to reconfigure an area of the 

school as a Sensory Room. 

For more detail on what has been happening in our busy school please read on and click on the links 

where you will be directed to the school website for more information. A very big thank you to John 

Reddy ( Paintbox.ie) for all the work he has done on creating, developing and monitoring our new 

website and also to our Deputy Principal Michael Kirwan,  not only for his work on keeping the 

website up to date but for his dedication, enthusiasm and constant support. 

Final words of gratitude to you the parents/ guardians for your loyalty and support throughout the 

year. It is very much appreciated. We look forward to welcoming all our students back at the end of 

August. The recent  increase in vaccinations and steady decline in Covid positive tests gives us great 

hope for a return to a more ‘normal’ 2021/22 academic year.  

 Until then stay safe and have a restful and enjoyable summer.   

Beannacht Dé 

Siobhán Foster 

Principal 



The Class of 2021 

What a roller-coaster the school year 2020-21 has been for 

our 6th Year cohort who are finally seeing the light at the 

end of the tunnel! After months spent working so hard 

online, the uncertainties around the Leaving Cert exams and 

all their preparations for next year, those boys have certainly 

earned a nice summer break. The Accredited Grade process 

is well on its way, the boys have completed their subject 

courses and are putting the last touch to their revisions for 

the State Exams in June, after graduating from the college 

last week (always a very emotional celebration!!) . 

Graduating with masks on, with their parents and teachers 

following the event online, but graduating nonetheless! 

 

Congratulations to all our laureates of the Graduation Award 

Ceremony. They have all worked so hard this year despite all 

the difficulties encountered, their courage and resilience 

must be commanded. Special congrats to Russel Flores and 

Cathal Kelly our 2021 Students of the Year and to Diarmaid 

Balfe and Enda Carberry for their Spirit of Salle awards. 

 

We will miss this group so very much next year; their good 

humour, their dynamism, their positive attitude, their sense 

of fun...but their future is calling… 

 

To our 6th Year boys, we wish you the very best of luck in all 

your endeavours; wherever you go, whatever you do, you 

will be De La Salle Boys, carry it with pride! 

Class of 2021, we salute you! 

 

E.Mazzucato—6th Year Head 

 

John Corbet Award—Jack 

McDonnell 

Spirit of Salle Award—Di Balfe & 

E Carberry 

Student of the Year—Cathal 

Kelly & Russel Flores 



The Class of 2021 

Award Recipients 
Student of the Year 

 
Russel Flores  

 
Cathal Kelly 
 
Spirit of Salle 

 
Diarmuid Balfe  

 
Enda Carberry 
 
John Corbet Award 

 
Jack Mc Donnell 
 
Senior Captain Award 

 
Diarmaid Balfe 
 

Student Leadership Awards 

 

Diarmaid Balfe 
 

Enda Carberry 
 

Andrew Cotter 
 

Jack McDonnell 
 

Atef Lagha 
 

Omar Saood 
 

Darragh White 
 

Subject Awards 

 

 

Irish Aaron Devitt 

Maths Cathal Kelly 

English Enda Carberry 

Construction Diarmaid Balfe 

Geography Cathal Kelly 

History Omar Saood 

French Russell Flores 

DCG Shamel Khan 

Art Sam Tully 

Biology Cathal Kelly 

Physics Russel Flores 

Chemistry Russel Flores 

Business Jack McDonnell 



The Class of 2021 Graduation 

In pictures 
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The Class of 2021 Graduation 

In pictures 

The Class of 2021 

 



1st Year 2021 

On reflecting on the past year Bernardo Hogemann wrote: 

‘One of the most positive aspects of the year is that, even though our year 
has been met with regulations, this means that our next year will be met 
with even more opportunities for the things we have missed.’ 

I believe this resilience, positivity and contemplation sums up the strength 
of the First Years of 2020/21. Entering into an ignominious school 
environment of social distancing, mask wearing and sanitising, the lads 
have persevered and did so with humour and togetherness. Although they 
missed out on so much of what makes De La Salle great, the boys rallied to 
make their first year in secondary school memorable. New friendships were 
formed early on and they took to their new subjects enthusiastically. Their 
teachers commented on their interest and eagerness to learn and we look 
forward to seeing their development as budding scientists, entrepreneurs, 
woodworkers over the coming years.  

One thing that could be worked on is their rhythm. I think Ms. Plunkett still 
has a headache from the atrocious banging during the fun Samba 
drumming workshop before our Christmas break. 

However, we all know that school life took another blow when we entered 
into lockdown after Christmas and the school returned to remote learning. 
Yet again the boys showed their metal and with thanks to their parents and 
teachers, the learning continued. We were so proud of the fact that the 
boys’ attendance and engagement with their lessons and school work was 
of such a high standard.  

The final term allowed the boys to experience some of the extracurricular 
activities that we have on offer here in De La Salle. Sports day was enjoyed 
by all and we were able to get a glimpse of their sporting prowess and 
there are some very fine athletes in First Year. Although their interactions 
were limited by Covid protocols, the 5th Mentors were always eager to help 
out with the First Years and organised table quizzes and the highly 
successful football tournament. Huge thanks to all of the Mentors for their 
support this year.  The Tag Rugby tournament was another fun afternoon 
and hopefully we will see more of this talent on our rugby fields when 
school returns to normal. 

The end of year Prize Giving highlighted the academic achievements in the 
various subjects and the awards were spread out throughout the year 
group showing the wide ranging talents and skills of the students. 

 However, their greatest achievement was how well all the lads dealt with 
the hindrances that school during a global pandemic caused and for that 
we are so proud of the students of First Year 2020/21. Hopefully next year 
the mask can be lifted and the lads will really experience what it is to be a 
student in De La Salle College, Churchtown.  

 

Mr T Cronin—1st Year Head 

Outstanding Student  

Ciaran Dadacay 

Spirit of Salle Shane 

Donoghue 

Spirit of Salle Ryan 

O’Connell 

Outstanding Student 

Bernardo Hogemann 



1st Year 2021 

1st year 2020-21 

 



French Ben McDonnell ( 1L) Ciaran Dadacay ( 1S) 

PE Ciarán McGovern ( 1L) Sergiu Cepoi( 1S) 

Geography Bernardo Hogemann (1L) Roberts Graubergs ( 1S) 

Woodwork Luke Crimmins (1L) Sergiu Cepoi ( 1S) 

English Bernardo Hogemann ( 1L) Ciaran Dadacay ( 1S) 

Art John Shortt ( 1L) Jake Doyle (1S) 

History Max Finlay (1L) Ali Al Ryan( 1S) 

Business Ryan O Connell ( IL) Conor Clancy Kelly (1S) 

Technical Graphics Ciarán McGovern ( 1L) Federico Giurglia (1S) 

Science Bernardo Hogemann ( 1L) Ciaran Dadacay ( 1S) 

Irish Joshua Liao ( 1L) Daniel Okunode (1S) 

Maths Joshua Liao (1L) Federico Giurglia ( 1L) 

Religion Bernardo Hogemann ( 1L) Roberts Graubergs (1S) 

Outstanding Student Bernardo Hogemann ( 1L) Ciaran Dadacay ( 1S) 

Spirit of Salle  Ryan O Connell ( IL) Shane Donohoe (1S) 

1st Year  

Award Recipients 



2nd Year 2021 

The last term of 2nd Year was a hive of activity 

despite the covid restrictions. Having returned 

back to the classroom, students and teachers were 

eager to dive back into teaching and learning. 

There were a number of memorable events 

organised for our 2nd Year students namely, Sports 

Day, DLS Day, Darkness into Light, Awards and 

Merit Ceremony, Tag Rugby and 2nd Year End of 

Year Party.  

2nd Year Awards 2021 

 

 

French Felipe Hector - Socca Mohammed Belakhdar 

Physcial Education Niel  De Jesus Peter Mari 

Woodwork David Sheldrick  

Geography Glen Moran Basil Sunny 

Art  Shane Ledesma 

English Felipe Socca Basil Sunny 

Science Felipe Socca Chaker Tifouri 

Business James Cranny  

Technical Graphics  Basil Sunny 

Irish Vlad Zheleznyak Oscar Fitzgerald 

Maths James Cranny Peter Mari 

History Felipe Hector Socca Mohammed Belakhder 

Religion Adem Teyehi Mohammed Belakhder 

   

Outstanding Student Felipe Hector Socca Basil Sunny 

Spirit of Salle  James Cranny Oscar Fitzgearld 

There was an array of sporting activities on 

Sports Day that students could compete in; 

100m sprints, Long Jump, Shot Put, Rowing 

and Sack Race and Penalties. Well done to 

all those who participated in all the events 

and in particular those who received 

medals. It should be noted that the greatest 

number of penalties were scored when Mr 

Forde was in goals!! This year was the first 

DLS Day for our 2nd Year students. There 

was a buzz in the school. The Lasallian 

Award ceremony took place in the morning. 

This award was given to students who live 

out the five core principles of DLS; Respect 

for all Persons, Quality Education, Inclusive 

Community, Concern for the Poor and 

Social Justice and Faith in the Presence of 

God. Students were awarded for their 

efforts with bronze, silver and gold awards. 

Peter Mari 2L won the District Prize (IPAD 

Mini) having being selected from a raffle of 

silver award winners. The DLS Mass was 

celebrated in our local Good Shepherd 

Church. The school community watched it 

remotely in their class groups. DLS Bingo 

took place shortly after the ceremony and 

the atmosphere was electrifying with spot 

prizes and raffles taking place throughout. 

DLS Day ended with a traditional HB Ice-

cream. 



Some of our 2nd Year students joined our school community in raising money for Pieta 

House by participating in Darkness into Light. We had our own Darkness into Light 

walking track around the school’s rugby pitches and students kept their step count up 

daily for this worthwhile cause. Pieta House offer free, professional services across the 

country for people at risk of suicide and self-harm, and those bereaved by suicide. The 

students and staff raised a total of €5,903 for this very worthwhile cause.  

In acknowledgement of the work done this year, an award ceremony was held to 

acknowledge all of the achievements throughout the year. There were awards for 

each subject area and also two very prestigious awards; the Outstanding Student and 

the Spirit of Salle award. Congratulations to all of our award winners. 2nd Years 

students enjoyed an afternoon of tag rugby organised by their Tutor Mr Boyd and a 

‘pizza party’ organised by their Tutor Ms Tully and Year Head Mr Forde. 

Students completed their Summer Assessments in their last days of 2nd Year and we 

strongly advise that students reflect on their progress this year as it is important that 

each student reach their full potential in all aspects of their development in DLSC. 

It was a challenging year for our school community having been on lockdown since the 

New Year. It was commendable that our 2nd Year students engaged very well online 

and a lot of quality work was produced despite the many issues presented by the 

global pandemic. It was particularly challenging for the students to continue their 

continual based assessments and we appreciate the student’s time and commitment 

to these assessments. Their Class Tutors Mr Boyd and Ms Tully and Year Head Mr 

Forde were in regular contact with the students and their parents and would like to 

thank their parents and guardians in particular for their support and dedication shown 

to them throughout this challenging time. Without the support from the parents and 

guardians, it would have been very difficult to keep ongoing communication between 

school and home and equally to keep the students engaged and motivated in their 

remote learning. Next year these students will be in a very important exam year. 

Please come back refreshed and eager to start back with a strong work ethic and have 

a good study routine in place. Stay safe and well and keep fit and healthy and adhere 

to the social distancing measures that are in place. On a final note, I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank Mr. Boyd and Ms. Tully, on behalf of the boys, for their hard 

work, support and dedication for the last 2 years. I wish you all the best next year and I 

hope you enjoy the summer, stay safe and we will see you on your return in August.  

Mr Forde— 2nd Year Head 



 

Congratulations to all our 3rd Year students on completing their Junior Cycle in the college. After two 
very challenging years for all students they can finally relax and enjoy the summer holidays. 
 
I must commend all students for their hard work and dedication to their studies over the past number of 
months. Following the announcement made by the Minister of Education in late January, informing the 
nation that the Junior Cycle State Examinations were cancelled, i'm sure this created a sigh of relief. 
However, as the school decided to award an End of Year Junior Cycle Completion Certificate, students 
continued to engage and work hard even completing their mock exams online. 
 
In the final term of school, there have been a number of memorable events for our 3rd Year students. 
Firstly, Sport Day took place in a very different style this year. Students were involved in 100m sprints, 
Long Jump, Shot Put, Rowing and Sack Race and Penalties. Well done to all those who participated in all 
the events and in particular those who received medals. 
 
A number of 3rd Year students also competed in an All Ireland School Quiz. Congratulations to those 
boys, who came in the top 10 out of hundreds of schools in Ireland. 
 
In the last few weeks students completed their end of year exams and had an information session about 
Transition Year. Students also completed a workshop on “ Other Areas of Learning” for their Junior Cycle. 
On the End of Year Certificates students will also see their involvement in school activities other than 
academics. This is something that is very important for students to reach their full potential in all aspects 
of their development. 
 
To finish off the year an award ceremony was held to acknowledge all of the achievements throughout 
the year. There were awards for each subject area and also two very prestigious awards; the Outstanding 
Student and the Spirit of Salle award. Congratulations to all of our Award Winners. 
 
On a final note I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Leigh and Ms. Carey, on behalf of the 
boys, for their hard work, support and dedication for the last 3 years. I wish you all the best as you 
embark on a new journey into transition year, enjoy the summer, stay safe and we will see you on your 
return in August. 
 
Ms AM Jordan—3rd Year Head 
 
 

3rd Year 2021 



3rd Year  

Award Recipients  

Subject 3L 3S 

French John Cleary Luke Keogan 

Art Justin Esguerra   

Physical Education Anthony Downes Ahmed J 

Maths Saleh Ali Salaah Barry Wen Rui 

Technical Graphics Cormac Clancy - Kelly   

Woodwork   David Boyce 

Science John Cleary Barry Wen Rui & Olver Walkin Bell 

English Emmanuel Ayoola Luke Keoghan 

Business Anthony Downes   

Irish Ismail Buisir Thomas Cull 

Geography Stephen Wu David Boyce 

History Fionn McGovern Brendán Mc Garry 

Religion Jack Weadick Pavel Jevsejev 

Outstanding Student Anthony Downes Luke Keoghan 

Spirit of Salle John Cleary Oliver Walkin Bell 





Transition Year 2021 

The sun came out on TY Graduation Day, as the 

students sat in the De La Salle Community 

Garden to enjoy the fruits of their labour and 

reflect on what has been a challenging yet 

enormously productive and successful year for 

all who took part in the programme. The 

ceremony was followed by a BBQ for the 

students and teachers. Congratulations to the 

many deserving award winners including Elliott 

Looney [TY Student of the Year]; Jack Campbell 

& Ben Boylan [Outstanding TY Students]; and 

Daniel Harris & Calton Takundwa [TY Spirit of 

Salle].  

 

The final term saw the lads work together as a 

fantastic team and completely clean up and 

improve the school’s Community Garden as part 

of the Lasallian Community Awards, which 

included painting a colourful mural on the 

garden’s balcony with the guidance of mural 

artist Shane Ha - a massive undertaking and 

incredible achievement. The garden has never 

looked better!  

There was also some fun had at Sports Day; the 

percussion & drumming workshop with the Mobile 

Music School; and a Drama workshop with Donal 

from West End House School of Arts. The students 

also go to attend the highly engaging Apple Inc. TY 

Virtual Experience. They finished off the term with 

some fun and games at the Footee multi-activity 

sports park.  



This year's TY group could not have been more 
enthusiastic and positive about every aspect of the TY 
programme and they have shown great commitment to 
making the most of every minute of their experience. 
There have been great successes such as the BITAz 
Work Placement Week; the Plastic-free Schools Project; 
the Music Generation Programme and the Lasallian 
Community Garden Renovation Project. The lads got 
stuck into every aspect with great drive and 
determination to make their mark. This year was about 
more than academics. It was about giving the students 
the opportunity to learn about who they are. Truly the 
greatest success this year has been how much the lads 
have grown personally and matured over the past nine 
months. 
 
They have shown great resilience and patience during 
the periods of lockdown and taken opportunities to 
learn wherever they could. Lots of memories were 
made in the various modules, activities, workshops & 
social/community projects. Many students have grown 
in confidence, found their voice and developed into 
strong leaders, while others have shown their aptitude 
for working as a team with their peers to achieve great 
things. As a year group, they have truly done 
themselves proud and been incredibly supportive of 
one another, developing friendships that will continue 
on into senior cycle and last a lifetime. 
 
A huge thank you to the TY tutors Mr Broderick and Ms 
Egan, who have been a great source of guidance and 
support for their students this year, and without whom 
the programme would not have run so successfully. 
 
Mr C Brennan—Transition Year Head 



5th Year 2021 

End of year is a time of reflection and appraisal. 
As we all came together at our awards 
ceremony , it seemed like a fitting end to the 
year. The atmosphere was upbeat, worthy 
students received their awards with great 
panache. 

It was a year of challenge , which tested many, 
hopefully we learned that we are stronger if we 
support each other and that help is always close 
at hand. Many of you had life questions and were 
looking for answers and this was healthy ,natural 
and normal and just to let you know it doesn’t 
stop in 5th year.The human quest to find out who 
we are and our raison d’etre in this world forever 
continues. 

Our mentors have been stalwarts during the 
year.They rallied together to organize various 
events for the First years such as a quiz, study 
skills presentation and a football tournament.We 
thank them for organizing fun events in a safe 
environment, despite the restrictions of 
Covid.Their command of bingo lingo on De La 
Salle’s Day gave us all a good laugh! 

Ms. O’Sullivan, Mr Kinsella and I have been here 
to support and encourage you during the year. 
Through thick and thin, our mantra has always 
been “ respect “.We have enjoyed getting to 
know you better throughout the year. 

We truly wish you all the best in 6th year and will 
continue to follow your progress.  

Ms M O’Dwyer—5th Year Head 



New Members of Staff 

This year we welcomed two new members to our Teaching 

Staff, Ms Marie Fitzpatrick as our Guidance Counsellor and 

Ms Shiela O’Donnell as a Teacher of Maths. We are 

delighted to say that both have settled seamlessly into The 

College and both have brought great experience and talent 

to our teaching staff. Ms Fitzpatrick and Ms O’Donnell have 

very kindly written a reflection on their 1st full year in DLS 

Churchtown.  

My first year as a teacher in De La Salle College. 
 
 

I started working as a guidance counsellor in De La Salle College this year. Having come from a much 
larger local boys school I made the decision to move to De La Salle for a number of reasons: 
 
 Very positive feedback from teachers and parents/guardians  of students who attended the college. 
 
 The size of the school; I knew the small size would allow me the opportunity to get to know the 

students on a different level which would help me to give individualized attention to students 
whether in a guidance or counselling capacity. 

 
 As a local, I love the idea of being really embedded in the community where I work. I feel this gives 

me a greater vested interest in the development of the school. 
 
 I was not disappointed! De La Salle is the embodiment of everything good about small 

schools.  It  provides a pastoral care system where every student is well known, valued and 
supported by a team of year head, tutors, mentors and management. 

 
Small schools allow every student the chance to shine. I found in my teaching career that it is easier in a 
larger school for students to get lost. In reality it is difficult to give individual attention to very large 
numbers of students. In De La Salle every student is known by name. We have knowledge about their 
families and their environments which allows us to provide individualised attention based on their 
needs. 
 
As a guidance counsellor this is my dream job. I can get to know the students and develop a very strong 
relationship which allows me to really support them on their education journey. I love the fact that so 
many of the students are highly ambitious and looking to college/career goals so early on in their school 
lives. 
 
I have loved my first year in De La Salle. The students are a dream cohort to work with; a lovely 
combination of motivated, artistic, kind and empathetic lads. The fact that I am a sixth year tutor allows 
me to form a strong relationship with the lads which helps me to guide them on their journey after 
school. 
 
Marie Fitzpatrick—Guidance Counsellor 



My first year in De La Salle College – A Teacher’s Perspective 

 
Starting as a new member of staff or as a first year student in many ways are no different. Albeit both 
have different roles and responsibilities but nevertheless, you are both starting a new journey, meeting 
new people and making new friends. This year may have seemed even more daunting with a global 
pandemic making us question if or when we will be returning to online learning. Even the new faces on 
the first day were actually just new eyes with the takeover of the dreaded mask. But for me, at least, 
this year was not at all daunting, thanks to the support, guidance and kindness I was shown since the 
first day I walked through the gates of De La Salle College on the 26th of August last year. Each member 
of staff made me feel right at home and I was constantly reminded of their open door policy if I ever 
needed support or even a chat. The students here at De La Salle College are amongst some of the 
politest, most ambitious and driven young men I have met. Looking forward to what the future holds 
here at De La Salle College.   

 

Ms. S. O’Donnell, 

Mathematics Teacher, De La Salle College, Churchtown. 



Student Council 2020-21 

End of Year Report (Student Council 2020-21) 
 

Regarding COVID-19:  
This year has been exceptionally challenging for the whole school community. This includes putting a halt on 
various projects that the student council was involved in, such as the deployment of an updated water system 
for students (i.e: new water fountain). These projects will be resumed and hopefully completed by the end of the 
2021-22 academic year. 
 

Year Overview:  
The year started with regular meetings where ideas were bounced around and developed. Further meetings 
were discussions of the progress that has been made of current projects and the possibilities of future projects. 
A fundraiser was organised (Christmas Jumper Day) to raise money for both the school and a charity. Over €430 
was raised. This money was divided and sent off to the chairy, with the remainder being put towards the water 
fountain project. 
 

Unfortunately, schools were closed from January to March as per the department of education’s 
recommendations. The Irish Second-level Students’ Union (ISSU) hosted a meeting, in which a broad range of 
topics were discussed, such as the lack of clarity regarding the 2021 Leaving Certificate. The student council 
conducted a meeting over Google Meet, which organised a survey for students to take about online classes. 
Further small meetings were held throughout the period of online classes. 
 

The Easter Period saw the first online ISSU “Extraordinary Assembly” on the 31st of March, in which students 
from all across the country attended and voted on amendments to the ISSU Constitution. “Breakout Rooms” 
were also held to receive a more individual student opinion on questions such as “Is the Irish education system 
unfair to certain students?” A further ISSU assembly (Annual Assembly) was hosted online on the 9th of May, 
where students continued voting on amendments to the constitution and for new governing members of the 
ISSU. 
 

Various small meetings were held where topics such as the “Leavers Hoodie/Jumper” for 6th year students were 
discussed, as well as a meeting which sought the opinion of the student council on the working design of a De La 
Salle Tracksuit. The year was wrapped up with a final impromptu meeting, where the current 6th years gave 
their speeches of encouragement to what will become the student council next year.  
 
Eoin Stowe—5th year  



Introducing Our New PE Uniform 

 

From August 2021 a new school tracksuit will be 
introduced as part of the De La Salle College PE uniform, 
this is a compulsory uniform item for incoming 1st years 
and an optional element of uniform for all other year 
groups. 
 
Our PE uniform is made up of the following: 

 
Half zip tracksuit top 

 
Tracksuit bottoms (available in regular and skinny fit) 

 
Crested Maroon t-shirt 

 
Crested black shorts  

 
 
All the above items are available from our uniform 
supplier Schoolwear Ireland. 
 

Schoolwear Ireland will fit and supply students with their 
uniforms for the 2021/22 Academic year on Monday, June 
21st  and Tuesday, June 22nd from 1pm to 7pm in the school.  



Despite the school closures and restrictions over 
the past year, the Green Schools Committee put 
in some Trojan work to take steps in gaining the 
school's 3rd Green Schools Flag with the theme of 
Water. 

The school's main goals for achieving this flag has 
been to implement some better water facilities in 
the school, reduce ocean & river waste and 
improve water sustainability. 

 

The committee researched and bought Water 
Butts with the aim of collecting rainwater for use 
in the beautiful school garden, which was 
renovated by our TYs this year, and other areas 
such as the flowerbed that will be built by next 
year's Transition Years next to the newly 
refurbished Arts Block. 

 

The committee have also worked closely with the 
Transition Years this year who were part of the 
Plastic-Free Schools initiative and put in some 
incredible work to implement in the next school 
year. Students also litter-picked in the area as 
part of the National Spring Clean Day. 

 

They researched high quality reusable Water 
Bottles to improve sustainability and reduce 
single-use plastic that ends up littering our rivers 

A huge "Thank You" to James Liston at Capital 
Credit Union Dundrum for the generous grant of 
€500 that will go towards helping the school 
achieve its goals. 

We look forward to building on these initiatives 
next year and aim to get the school new Water 
Stations for use with the new water bottles! 

The Green Schools Committee  

Green Schools 



Sports Week 2021 
 

Sports Week 2021 was an all out success. We 
saw some incredible athletes doing their thing, 
we saw all of our students get engaged and 
partake and most importantly we saw smiles and 
our students having a great day and one that will 
be remembered. With an updated format due to 
Covid 19 we embraced the changes and as did 
our students who as always got on with the job of 
making it a great day for all.  

Change such as the long jump and our 
newly made pit was very welcome, thanks 
to Eugene Ryan for all his hours in its 
construction. Also thank you to Rowing 
Ireland who kindly loaned us their machines 
and we were able to for the first time host a 
1KM time trial. Our students did very well 
and we saw a mix of pleasure and pain in 
their quest to win their time trial. Other 
events were similar to those of old such as 
100m dash, hammer throw and penalty 
shoot outs.  It must be said that the event was made all 

the more incredible by the work of the TY 

sports coaches. They were absolutely 

amazing and their management and 

participation from start to finish was nothing 

short of admirable. As always despite the 

difficulties we face as a school we pull 

together and make things happen. The event 

yearly means so much to so many people, it 

is placed solidly in the traditions and 

memories of so many and we are simply 

delighted to uphold something that means so 

much. Well done again to all involved and see 

you all again next year.   

Conail Boyd—Sports & Extra Curricular 

Coordinator 



Sports Week 2021 

In Pictures 



Annual Writing Competition  

Our annual writing competition took place this year with great 
success. Our theme this year was Heroism. Students could 
choose to write a poem, essay or any original piece. We re-
ceived outstanding entries from students this year, the teach-
ers found it very difficult to pick a winner!   
 

Competition winners: 
1st year-   Bernardo Hogemann  
2nd year - Oscar Fitzgerald  
3rd year - Oisin Derwin 
TY -     Jethro Ledesma  
5th year - Calum Pettigrew  
6th year - Darragh White (overall) 

 
 
TO READ THE WINNING ENTRIES 

https://www.delasallecollege.com/post/annual-writing-competition


 

Lasallian Awards 2021 
Students from all over the District of Ireland, Great Britain and Malta have been participating in the 
Lasallian Award and I am pleased to report that De La Salle College Churchtown have been working 
hard over the last number of weeks on two different projects: The Junior Lasallian Award Project 
and The Transition Year Community Project.  

The Junior Project was completed by 1st and 2nd Year students led by the RE, CSPE and SPHE 
Departments. Although students could work collectively on certain aspects of this project, it also 
required students to work independently at home and within their local community. These activities 
shone a light on what it means to be Lasallian and how this can be incorporated into our ordinary 
lives. This project was based around the five core principles of De La Salle;  

 Faith in the presence of God 

 Respect for all People 

 Quality Education 

 Inclusive Community 

 Concern for the Poor and Social Justice 

It consisted of a list of thirty-five different activities involving these principles. Some examples 
include:  

 Showing care for our environment by picking up litter for thirty minutes in the local area 

 Writing a letter to someone who is living on their own  

 Spending quality time with family by playing a board-game together 

 Teaching family about something you learnt in school 

 Broadening your education by watching a documentary  

 Writing a prayer for strength and courage 

 Researching the life of a saint 

 Learning five things about another culture 

 Learning five phrases in sign language 



I am pleased to announce that our 1st and 2nd Years embraced it and completed wonderful projects 
which were displayed with pride at our De La Salle Day Mass in Good Shepherd Church in honour 
of De La Salle’s Day. 

The Transition Year Community Project was led by a number of teachers and very willing 
Transition Year students. They have worked tirelessly on our courtyard in creating a much safer, 
brighter, colourful and more useable space that can be enjoyed by the entire school community. 
They are basing this project on the principle ‘Inclusive Community’, which is one of the five core 
principles of De La Salle. While a lot of hard work has been done over the last number of weeks, 
namely; 

 Weeding 

 Planting 

 Building Flower Beds 

 Power washing 

 Digging out a number of tricky tree stumps 

 Relaying slabs and improving walkways and patio areas 

 Rebuilding and repairing garden furniture 

 Replacing the water pump in the School Fountain 

 Washing windows 

 Breaking tools (**Haha**) 

There is still more to be done.  

A graffiti artist worked with these students, in designing and painting ‘wall art’ using the theme 
‘Inclusive community’ and it will serve as another focal point in this beautiful space. The students 
have tended to and will maintain this space until they pass it onto next year’s Transition Year, 
hoping that they can continue to uplift this space and make their mark on it next year. 

 

Mr Mark Forde—Lasallian Animator  



GRAFITTI ARTIST WORK WITH  

TRANSITION YEAR STUDENTS 

Every Architect /Designers dream…..a 
large, unused, sun soaked terrace spanning 
the width of two classrooms. 
The only problem; it is covered in dirt, 
moss, weeds and years of neglect. The first 
sight that Ms. O Dwyer sees every morning 
when her mind is tuned to culture, 
language and everything French! 

 
So what to do about this space that is begging for 
“amour”? Call on the trusty Transition Year 
students to bring their expertise and enthusiasm 
to a project that will be here long after they 
leave, a testament to their hard work and 
creativity. 
 
A number of days of weed pulling followed...the 
donkey work before the project can begin in 
earnest. Following this we introduced the power 
washer to Elliot’s world and it became his 
shadow for a quite a while  as he hosed away a 
lifetime of grime and neglect. 

Preparation involved asking local 
businesses for donations in the form of 
paint for the balcony and flowers for the 
added visual effect. 
 
A big “Thank You” to Pat Mc Donnell 
Paints in Nutgrove for donating paint and 
to Supervalu, Churchtown and Lidl, 
Rathfarnham for their generosity in 
donating lots of plants. 

We contacted Shane Ha, a renowned graffiti 
artist and someone with lots of experience of 
carrying out projects with young people. 
Shane and the lads brainstormed and came up 
with a design which was young, edgy and 
colourful. 
The lads also had the idea of decorating our 
steps on the way up to the balcony and 
inserting the word “Welcome” in as many 
languages as we could fit. This is to 
acknowledge and embrace the many cultures 
we have living side by side in our school 
environment.  



It is nearly there!  
Next step is to secure furniture for our space and jazz it up a little with outdoor rugs, lights etc. It 
will become an extension of the two classrooms it once dominated. It will become an outdoor social 
area for students and teachers. Ms O Dwyer has already hosted her 5th year mentor breakfast here.  
 
Most importantly it will become an embodiment of  what we represent in De La Salle…..creativity, 
inclusivity, hard work and forward thinking. 
 
Marie Fitzpatrick MEL Committee 



During the last term  as a school community 

we were busy fundraising for Pieta House 

by signing up for Darkness into Light 2021.  

Founded in Dublin in 2006, Pieta was 

established to provide free, accessible one-

to-one counselling to people suffering from 

suicidal ideation, engaging in self-

harm or to those bereaved by suicide. With 

over 200 qualified therapists across 15 

physical centres, they do everything they 

can to ensure that help is available to those 

in crisis.  

De La Salle College has a long history of 

supporting the Darkness into Light 

fundraiser and even though this year's 

event took place in a different format our 

support was needed more than ever! 
What a response from the whole DLSC Community! 

An amazing €5,858  was raised for Pieta House.  

Well done to all who took part and contributed to this 

impressive total, your hard work and endeavour will 

positively impact the lives of countless people 

throughout Ireland, a truly Lasallian effort!  

We are  looking forward to next years event already.  





TY Podcasting 
This year our TY English students took on the task 
of creating their own podcasts. Students started 
researching topics and listening to a variety of 
podcasts. Each group decided on a topic ranging 
from Basketball to conspiracy theories and of 
course football!  
Using Anchor FM students recorded, edited and 
added music to their podcast. Keep an eye out on 
our website to hear the wonderful work from our 
students!  

1st & 2nd Year Tag Rugby 
Tournament 
 
Our 1st & 2nd year students played in a 
combined tag rugby tournament to wrap up the 
year and have some fun outside in the sun. Being 
active and playing sport is central to what we do 
and we look forward to seeing all of our students 
playing sport on a far more consistent basis next 
year. Well done to everyone who was involved 
and a special thanks to the TY students who 
helped referee the games and did a great job. 

Busy end of term for the two 3rd Year Woodwork Classes 
 

The final term is always a busy term coming to the business end of the year. Students in booths classes 
worked really hard throughout the year to create design projects based around the themes of; table 
side locker, baked goods stand and an artefact to recognise frontline workers. Super skills 
demonstrated throughout and all the projects were completed to a really high standard, well done! 
 

See more 

Student work on 

Twitter 

https://twitter.com/Broderick94_D


 

 

 

6th year student Diarmaid Balfe reads an Easter message over the 

school intercom. Whilst Covid restriction  stopped us hosting our 

usual Easter gatherings , we took time out  as a school community  

to pause and reflect for an Easter Blessing.  

Don't they look smart.  
Our TY class this year set about designing their own tops to commemorate their year in transition year. 
Well done to Matthew Escanallis who's winning entry in the TY Logo design competition features on the 
back. 

Our 5th and 6th year students  had the school to themselves in the 

run up to the Easter Holidays. These students were EGGstatic to be 

rewarded with Easter eggs for their resilience, their compliance to 

Covid protocols and their dedication to their studies, in spite of all the 

disruption to their Senior Cycle to date. 

https://www.delasallecollege.com/post/transition-year-looking-the-part


Incoming 1st years 2021 

As part of our incoming 1st year 
Induction Program the Principal and 
Deputy Principal were delighted to 
have online meet and greets with all of 
our incoming 1st years 2021/22 and 
their parents.  

We were so impressed by all the boys 
and we look forward to welcoming a 
very impressive and enthusiastic group 
of new young Lasallians to DLSC in 
August.  

 

 

This Spring we ran a Subject 
Choice Week from March 
8th to 12th.  

This week provided our TY's 
access to a variety of 
information designed to 
assist them with their  
Leaving Certificate subject 
choices.   

Our  5th & 6th year Students 
and their Parents also 
benefited from this week. 

https://www.delasallecollege.com/post/subject-choice-week-2021C:/Users/mkirwan/Documents/Arduino
https://www.delasallecollege.com/post/subject-choice-week-2021
https://www.delasallecollege.com/post/guidance-newsletter-spring-2021-editionC:/Users/mkirwan/Documents/Arduino


Earth Day 

 

Earth Day is an annual event which was celebrated this year on the 22nd of April to demonstrate 
support for environmental protection. First held on April 22nd1970, it now includes a wide range of 
events coordinated globally by EarthDay.org.  This year students throughout the school took time out 
to consider the issue of climate change and the impact it is having on our planet. The students did a 
review of what we are doing in the school to combat the destructive forces of climate change and 
classes put together a plan for future action. In addition all students made a pledge for 2021- a small 
change that they will make in their own lives that will positively impact on the environment.  

Local Clean Up 

Our TY students have been working hard to 
improve our school environment and did trojan 
work weeding, cleaning and planting in our 
school garden. They also went out and about in 
the Churchtown area to pick up litter and to help 

keep our local community clean and green. 



Air Quality 

During this term TY Geography students participated 
in a GLOBE Campaign to measure Air Quality. GLOBE 
is an international Environmental and Science 
Education program that is sponsored by NASA. In 
Ireland, the GLOBE programme is run by the 
Environmental Education Unit of An Taisce and is 
sponsored by the Irish Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).Students placed diffusion tubes in three 
locations around the school. The tubes will measure 
the Nitrogen Dioxide in the air around the school. The 
tubes have been posted and we await the results!  

https://www.delasallecollege.com/post/global-air-quality-campaign


Travelling to School 

With the weather improving in the final term we encouraged students to Cycle, Walk or Scoot to 
school to improve our schools Carbon Footprint! 1st year students worked on posters to highlight the 
impact modes of transport have on the environment. 

The Value of Water 

The Green Schools Committee also ran a competition with a focus on the theme 'Valuing Water' to 
highlight World Water Day -22nd March  - a day to remind everyone about what water means to peo-
ple, its true value and how we can better protect this vital resource.  This term we have invested in a 
Water Butt for our school garden. This will allow us to collect rainwater to use in our TY gardening 
module and to save water for our school. 

https://www.delasallecollege.com/post/1st-year-s-reducing-our-carbon-footprint


 
 

Discovering our local environment  

To learn about our local environment our 
2nd year Geography students went 
searching the area for antiquities using 
maps.archaeology.ie to locate them, a 
great way to get away from screens and 
learn about their locality. 

A ‘Spring’ in our step 

As Spring arrived and the sun began 
to shine  we were lucky and  very 
thankful to our TY Gardeners for 
adding such beautiful colour to our 
garden. The tulips really did look 
fantastic! 



 

Science experiments have been 
difficult to complete this year 
due to the Covid restrictions but 
our Science teachers are still 
managing to provide active 
learning opportunities for our 
students. 

Recently our 1st years were busy 
in Science Class experimenting 
with  paper Chromatography.  

 

Our TY Students have been working 

with Rowing Ireland as part of their PE 

lessons. 

 They have learnt about technique, 

speed, strength as well as clocking up 

the Km for Rowing Ireland’s #Rowkyo 

where they are encouraging every 

School and Rowing club in Ireland to 

row 23 million metres in 23 days. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Rowkyo?src=hashtag_click


Flag Day 2021 

Mr Leigh's 2nd year History class 

embarked on a very interesting project, 

primarily on the Irish Flag but also on the 

Flag of a number of other nations  

Click on the picture to view a selection of 
students work.  

 

 

Flag Day 2021 

March 16th 2021 

Our 5th & 6th year Student Leaders raised the 
Irish Flag as a symbol of Diversity, Unity, 
Peace and Respect. 

Thank you to The Thomas Francis Meagher 

Foundation for their continued work in 

promoting pride in our National Flag. 

Practical subjects like Woodwork were particularly 

difficult to engage with remotely, some of our 2nd year 

students managed to complete some fantastic work at 

home, here is just a little sample. Well done guys. 

https://www.delasallecollege.com/post/flag-day-2021-2nd-year-projectC:/Users/mkirwan/Documents/Arduino
https://www.delasallecollege.com/post/flag-day-2021


 

We hope you enjoyed our 

Newsletter, have a restful and safe 

Summer Break.  

We look forward with hope to the 

New Academic Year 2021-22 


