
 

Mid Term Newsletter from The Principal’s Desk 

February 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Another Midterm is upon us!  Students, parents and teachers are having a well-deserved break 

and there is time to look back on the term and reflect on all that has happened since my last 

newsletter in November. 

Spring is here, bringing with it brighter and longer days, but it is an important time of year 

especially for our Third Year and Sixth Year students as they prepare to sit their Mock Exams 

after the break.  These exams are set to give students a trial run before the Junior Certificate and 

Leaving Certificate in June. This is the time when they get a better sense of the length and timing 

of papers.  It is also an opportunity for the students to identify ‘gaps’ in their knowledge so this 

can be addressed by teachers in classes and by students with a wiser and more ‘on point’ 

revision and study plan.  

As part of Wellbeing Week held in November, we invited motivational speaker Raymond Langan 

of ‘Rayse the Game’ to speak to all year groups. The focus of his workshop for the Third Years 

and Senior Cycle Students was to help students develop better study skills and to encourage and 

motivate them to feel more confident about their studies. Mr Boyd and Mr Kirwan have also 

delivered a series of study skills workshops.  If your son is having difficulties revising or with his 

study plan, please do not hesitate to contact Year Heads Ms Mazzucato (6th Year) or Ms Jordan 

(3rd Year) for advice and support. Study is offered from 10am -3pm each day during Midterm 

and will continue as always, after school until the end of the school year. 

Mock Timetables have been distributed to students.  

• Third Years – Thursday 27th February – Friday 6th March 

• Sixth Years – Monday 24th February – Friday 6th March 

Students are also busy completing CBAs and projects for their State Exams. It is important that 

projects are completed to the highest standard in order to achieve maximum marks. Leaving 

Certificate DCG projects are completed at this stage with the closing dates for Religious Education, 

History, Geography, Woodwork and Construction Studies projects fast approaching.   

 

 



Guidance News 

It has been a very busy few months for all involved in the Guidance here in Churchtown.  For our 

Sixth Year Students, their primary focus has been on CAO applications.  Following individual 

appointments with the Guidance Service, students have completed an online application for the 

CAO.  Sincere thanks to the AEN Department for the help they gave to students who completed 

DARE and HEAR applications: your support was invaluable.  For some, CAO is not their first choice 

for September 2020, they have opted for apprenticeship training or post leaving cert courses in a 

variety of areas including business, art portfolio preparation and music technology, to name but 

a few.  Congratulations to those students who have already secured a place in a PLC College.  Some 

of our final year students will complete an application for a grant to assist with the expense of 

further education.  All students are aware that the SUSI grant application will open in April.  

Before then students must ensure they submit all documentation for HEAR and DARE, if relevant.   

The Guidance team also address study skills and stress management in weekly timetabled 

guidance classes and are available to help students should anyone require additional help 

organising study and revision. 

The Guidance team have also been busy assisting our Fifth Year Students as they begin career and 

college investigations.   The students were fortunate to have presentations from a number of 

colleges who came in to visit us in Churchtown.  They also went to UCD for a tour and to learn 

about the courses on offer and College life. One of the fifth Years gave his review of the trip as 

follows: ‘The introductory talk about the courses opened my eyes to university life and it was pure 

motivation. The tour was good and I was able to get an insight into life on campus.’ The 

presentations from a range of 3rd Level Institutions will continue throughout fifth year.  We want 

to motivate and inspire students and help them to make informed choices for college and careers 

after they leave De La Salle.   

Our Transition Year students have begun the process of subject choice for Leaving Certificate.  

The students completed CAT, cognitive aptitude tests, earlier in the term.  They also had a detailed 

presentation on Leaving Cert Subjects from teachers from all subject departments, and a 

presentation on Leaving Cert Subject Choice from the Guidance Department.  Thanks to all 

teachers who participated in subject choice week.  These all combine to assist students in 

selecting subjects for Leaving Certificate.  At this stage all students should have discussed 

individual subject choices at home and completed the first stage in the process on VSware.  We 

hope all students had a successful work experience and hope the opportunity helps them with 

future college and career choices. 

For junior classes, guidance is embedded in the curriculum through SPHE, CSPE and vocational 

and educational guidance classes.  A key element of school guidance is personal support for 

students.  This can be at the request of an individual student, a parent, a teacher, or school 

management.  Students and parents who wish to contact the Guidance Service can do so by email, 

guidance@delasallecollege.ie .  

Ethos News 

This term we welcomed Sr Bernadette Carron, Diocesan Advisor to DLSC.  She is a great support, 

a wealth of knowledge and always comes laden down with resources for the RE team!  This year 

she had the opportunity to see how we live out the core Lasallian Christian Values as she walked 
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around the school at lunchtime chatting to many students who were involved in the Multi-

Cultural Day. She also met some of our Chess Players in the Library and wandered in to see the 

students making Christmas decorations for the upcoming Christmas Fair. We were delighted that 

she came back later in December to join us for our Christmas Carol Service.  

      

Most recently we had a visit from Brother Ben, our new Lasallian District Auxiliary Visitor. Staff 

were pleased to meet with Br Ben and Mr Joe Twomey, the new Chairperson of the Board of 

Management.  Brother Ben had a tour of the school and met with many of our students on his 

travels.  

Two of our Fifth Year Mentors Jack Mc Donnell and Enda Carberry did DLSC and themselves 

proud, as they represented the school at the recent Annual Le Cheilé Conference in Athlone. They 

had a busy schedule as they worked with students from other Le Cheilé schools from all over the 

country to address the issue of Climate Change. Principals and Chairpersons of Boards were also 

in attendance at this very worthwhile event on the theme of Wisdom, Ecology, Sustainability and 

Hope. 

Parent Teacher Meetings 

Our First, Second, and Fifth Year Parent-Teacher Meetings took place this term and were very 

well attended. Teachers value having an opportunity to meet with parents to discuss their son’s 

progress.  If any parent is unable to attend these important review meetings, please do not 

hesitate to contact the office to make an alternate arrangement. Our partnership with parents is 

vitally important, in order to help our students to achieve their full potential. As always, a big 

thank you to Ms O’ Dwyer and her Fifth Year Mentor Team for providing refreshments for parents 

and staff.  

Incoming First Year Assessment Tests  

Incoming First Year Assessment Tests were held on Saturday 23rd of November. We have 

scheduled a second date on Wednesday 26th February at 9am-12.30pm for students who were 

unable to attend in November.  



 

 

Academic Tracking and Assessment for Learning (AFL) 

By now staff have inputted all the Christmas Exam results into our Academic Tracking System. 

This system highlights if students are achieving their potential. Year Heads will identify under 

achievers and will work with them to encourage and support them to improve their grades. At 

times it may be necessary to contact parents and/or to access support from the AEN Team and 

Care Team. 

 As part of our whole school initiative to improve academic standards and to promote Assessment 
for Learning we have introduced a new Exam Review Sheet for each exam paper. Students are 
encouraged to become reflective learners and are asked to estimate the grade they think they 
have achieved and reflect on what they have done well and what they need to do to improve their 
grade. It is crucial that parents access Term Reports on VSware. In order to facilitate this, we 
recently suspended classes for a double class where Year Heads, Tutors and support teachers had 
time to discuss Christmas Reports and progress plans with individual students. Students were 
asked to complete a Report Review Worksheet which they had to discuss at home with parents. 
We hope you found this exercise beneficial. Please make sure all sheets are signed and returned 
to Year Heads as requested.  

 

Merit Ceremonies  

Christmas Merit Ceremonies were held for all Junior and Senior Years. The awards ceremonies 
are important events that take place twice a year, at Christmas and in May at the end of the 
Academic Year. It is a privilege for my Deputy Mr Kirwan and I to take the time to acknowledge 
the hard work, achievements and good behaviour of students.  This Christmas it was a great to 
present so many Merit Certificates to each year group. The End of Year Award Ceremony will see 
staff and management select the prestigious Student of the Year and Spirit of Lasalle Awards in 
each year group. Awards will also be given to students for academic excellence in subject areas. 
Keep up the great work and embrace all that DLSC has to offer! 

 



  

 

School Activities- Well Being Week 

Wellbeing Week was a great success in November. Students and staff were treated to a 
delicious, healthy breakfast every morning. Students also had the opportunity to attended 
various workshops and participated in various class activities like Random Acts of Kindness, 

Pay it Forward, Step Count Challenge and Table Tennis Competition.   

  

 

 

Certainly the ‘Rayse the Game’ workshop was one of the highlights. In the Junior Workshops 
Raymond spoke to the students about the importance of having a positive mindset, setting and 
achieving goals and he also spoke about Social Media and online Internet Safety. Each student 
went home with a notebook with motivational quotes and notes. This workshop supports the 
Growth Mindset Initiative we promote in the College which encourages students to never give up 
and to see a Fail as a First attempt at Learning and as a challenge to future success. The 
Community Gardai also met with each year group to discuss the dangers of getting into fights and 

breaking the law. They also reiterated what Raymond had to say about keeping safe online.  



 

Multi- Cultural Day was a great success! Some students wore tradition dress and brought in 
key artefacts. Thanks so much to all the parents who baked and cooked traditional meals for the 
students to bring in to share at our lunch time display.  Students and staff had great fun tasting 
the traditional dishes and learning about different cultures. The food was delicious! Thanks to 
the great Wellbeing Team in the school for organising such a worthwhile and enjoyable week 
for everyone. 
 

   

  

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
School Activities – Science Week 
 
The week of 11th of November was Science Week in the College. The Science Department put 
together a timetable of fun and interesting experiments and challenges for students to master in 
the labs at lunchtime.  They also organised quizzes and a science themed debate with the 
Debate Club. The students had great fun and much learning was had by everyone.  Well done to 
the teachers involved for making science interesting, fun and relevant to the students. The 
students particularly enjoyed the ‘Keep the Marble Going Challenge and the Spaghetti 
Marshmallow Challenge as you can see from the photos below. 
 

                                      
 
 

                                      
 
 
 
 



                                             
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



School Activities – Literacy Initiatives 
 
Our Well-Read National Award Committee met this term to discuss and review the progress 
we are making in promoting Literacy and Reading in school so far this year. There were lots 
of new ideas from the students and they began the task of compiling the portfolio for what 
we hope will be our second Well-Read National Award!  
 

 
 

Students were also awarded prizes for reaching their Accelerator Reader reading targets 
this term. Plenty of fun prizes were presented and some students even had the opportunity 
to throw a wet sponge at their teacher!! Well done to all the students on a great 
achievement.  The English Teachers regularly bring their classes to the library and monitor 
how students are doing on the AR Programme. Under the guidance of our Librarian Loraine 
we will continue to stock our library with interesting and enjoyable books for our students.  

 

   
 

The Student Council 

It was a pleasure to meet with the Student Council earlier this term. We discussed initiatives 
and targets for the year. This group of impressive leaders are working very closely with our 
Green Schools Committee another very competent and active group of leaders in the school!  
This year they are combining forces to try to reduce our school’s Carbon Footprint. One 
initiative is to encourage all our students where possible, to walk or cycle to school.  So far, they 
have surveyed students and made joint presentations at Year Group Assemblies They also plan 
to distribute high viz Jackets this term so that student will be safe on the roads and footpaths on 
dark evenings. The Council have regular Clinics where students can meet with the Council to 
discuss ideas or issues. They make a regular report to the Board of Management and plan to 



meet the new Board before the end of this academic Year. I want to commend the great work of 
both the Green Schools Committee and the Student Council and the teachers who work with 
them. I have no doubt these students will be great leaders into the future. 

 

 

 

School Activities – Visit to the Chocolate Factory 
 
Ms ‘O Sullivan took the Third Year Business Studies students to visit The Chocolate Warehouse 
in Walkinstown for a chocolate workshop given by the grand- daughter of the late Thomas 
Caffrey who was affectionately known as the Irish "Willy Wonka".  
 
They wanted to visit a small local family run business in order to get information on what they 
do, how it was set up, effects of technology on their business, and how they are affected by 
Ireland being a member of the EU. From this information, they students hoped to come up with 
original and interesting ideas for their upcoming Business Studies CBAs. 
 
Students were given a presentation on the history of chocolate, the production of chocolate and 
the economic realities of being a small, family run business in Ireland in today’s world. 
They were given a demonstration on various techniques used to create Caffrey’s products and 
also got a chance to create their own chocolates and bars. After a very exciting table quiz on the 
presentation the students were presented with a certificate and a bag of chocolates they had 
created themselves. 



          
 

 
 

The staff at the Warehouse commended the students on their exceptional and mannerly 
behaviour and were impressed by their enthusiasm and ability to retain a lot of detail given in 
the presentation.  The students thoroughly enjoyed the trip. Ms O Sullivan tells me she had a 
very peaceful journey back in the bus no doubt due to the amount of chocolate being consumed! 
 

 

School Activities – RE Visit to Clonskeagh Mosque 

On Tuesday 11th February Mr Forde brought his Second Year Students to visit the Clonskeagh 
Mosque as part of the Junior Cycle Religious Education Programme. They were met by Dr Ali 
Selim who gave the students a tour of the Islamic Cultural Centre and the Mosque. Some of our 
Muslim students did a demonstration for their classmates. It was a very educational experience. 
We thank Dr Selim and his team for always welcoming the students and giving such an 
informative and interesting presentation. The students concluded their day out with their Year 
Head with a visit to Dundrum cinema 



       

  

School Activities -Ski Trip 

 This weekend Mr Cronin, Mr Byrne, Mr Broderick and Ms Plunkett brought a group of TY and 
Fifth Year students on tour for a week to Italy to the Ski Resort of San Valentino.  If the pictures 
are anything to go by it is a stunningly, beautiful place. It looks like everyone is following 
instructions in order to master the skills. Before the week is out the students will no doubt be 
flying by on the bigger slope.  My hope is that it is an enjoyable and safe trip and that everyone 
returns home safely with no broken bones! 

 

                                           



   

   

Transition Year News 

Transition Year students continue to be offered the opportunity to avail of a wide range of 

activities and workshops alongside their usual modules. In early November they attended the 

Choose Safety Workshop by Joseph Keating where they learned about how to recognise and 

avoid physical hazards/dangers within the workplace. It also included advice on managing the 

stress of working life and tackling bullying in the workplace. 

Raymond Langan delivered the energetic, highly engaging "Rayse the Game - TY Unlimited" 

motivation workshop, which got the students moving and thinking about their personal goals 

for the remainder of Transition Year though a variety of interactive exercises. 

Former Mountjoy Prison Governor came to speak to TYs about prison life, gang culture, the 

dangers of becoming caught up with drugs and the most common issues which youths face 

today in relation to the law. While "ShoutOut" facilitated a challenging and informative 

workshop addressing the issues of homophobic & transphobic bullying in schools.  

 

 

 

                                              

TY DCG Projects inspired by Dermaid Bannon and History students presenting their history 

projects to their class.                              



In December the students got into the festive spirit with a trip to the Dundrum Ice Skating rink. 

This was a great day out allowing some of the students and their tutors to show off their moves 

on the ice!  

                          

In keeping with the festive mood, the TY Cooking & Module took the opportunity to try out the 

school's new crepe machines and to bake some tasty treats to sell at the Christmas Fair. Special 

thanks to James Carberry for donating the machines to the school and for teaching some of our 

students how to make the perfect crepe! In addition, some students from the Mini Company 

Module using their entrepreneurial skills decided to make some lovely handmade chocolate 

gifts in festive packaging to sell at the Christmas Fair. 

 

                                                

 



Following the Christmas Exams and the End of Term Review Interviews with their Tutors, the 

students braved the cold and rain in order to take part in the annual festive charity collection 

for the ISPCC raising much needed funds for a worthy charity. 

The New Year heralded a positive start to the second term. The boys showed their competitive 

side in a Football and Table Tennis tournament. They also enjoyed a history trip to Dundrum 

cinema to see the WW1 epic movie 1917, followed by some fun-filled team-building at GoQuest 

Challenge zone in Carrickmines where they had to work in teams and use their skills to solve a 

variety of physical and mental challenges.  

         

The students were taken on guided tours of the Pearse Museum and the National Gallery giving 
them an opportunity to broaden their knowledge and appreciation of art and Irish history. They 
also welcomed Nicole Ryan to deliver a very informative Drug Awareness Workshop. The 
students learned about the dangers of various types of drug use, gang culture and building 
resilience against peer pressure. 
 
As outlined above the TY students have begun the process of choosing their subjects for the 
Leaving Certificate and by now, they should have completed the first stage on VSware. This 
process will be completed on their return to school after Mid Term.  
 
The term ended with the second Work Placement which saw the students once again head out 
to the working world to gain more experience of working life. With more module changes 
scheduled and plans for more trips & workshops, there is much for TYs to look forward to over 
the coming months. Spring 2020 looks set to be a busy and enjoyable one for our TYs! 
 

 



 

The Christmas Fair 2019 

On 1st December we had our Annual Christmas Fair raising over €5000 for the School 

Improvement Fund. It was a fantastic, fun and festive day from the moment we opened the 

doors at 11.30am to the community of Churchtown.  

 

The talented RUGs – The Rathfarnham Ukelele Group set the tone for the day! Massive thanks to 

them for providing the entertainment and adding greatly to the festive atmosphere.  

  

 The School was buzzing with crowds of young and old enjoying hot chocolate and mince pies 

from Gertie’s Kitchen and taking part in the variety of activities on offer. I cannot thank 

everyone enough- the Parent’s Association, Past Pupils and Parents, Staff, Students and Friends 

of the College who come year after year, to help us make this day a great success. This year we 



had Gertie’s Teas and Coffee, a Festive Food Stall, Crafts and Gifts Stall, Plant Stall, Crepe Stall, 

Slushy Stall, Book Stall, Bric n Brac, The Pig Race, Santa’s Grotto, Christmas Draw, and The 

Wheel of Fortune.   

 

 

                                                        



Thanks also to our many generous sponsors especially Super Valu, Ivory Bedding, Paint Box, 

The Glenside, Gertie’s Kitchen, Total Tree Care, China Sichuan, The Bottle Tower, Churchtown 

Stores and the many more local businesses and supporters of DLSC that are listed on our 

website and to all our families who donated gifts and attended on the day.  

            



.              

 

 

     



         

                                               

  

 



 

Christmas Carol Concert 2019 

On the 18th we had our Christmas Carol Concert, hosted by the amazing Dublin Orchestral 

Players with Andrew Synnott as their wonderful conductor! They were supported by our very 

own De La Salle First Year Choir who their put their hearts and souls into their performance as 

they led the congregation in song.  

  

   

 



 

 The very talented Soprano and local lady Collette Delahunt also gave of her time to perform some 

beautiful solos, truly getting us in touch with the real meaning of Christmas. Heartfelt thanks to 

Collette, Andrew, all the members of the orchestra, our choir and choir master! The Carol Service 

ended with everyone invited for teas and Christmas cake in the Parish Centre. Special thanks to 

Fr Brian Edwards and the Parish team for their support and kindness.  The event raised €1000 

for the school.  

With the funds raised from the Christmas Fair and Concert 2018 we purchased outside seating 

for the students. This year we will work with the Parents Association and the Student Council to 

decide how best to use the funds to continue to improve resources for the students in the school. 

On behalf of the staff and students I thank everyone who helped or attended the events. 

 

Other Fund Raising Events 

 Other DLSC Fund Raising Events that took place this Christmas included our Annual Christmas 

Jumper Day for St Vincent De Paul, the  TY Annual ISPCC Collection on the streets of Dublin 

City while our Fifth Year LCVP class organised the Shoebox Appeal. A workshop took place with 

the First and Second Years where over 90 Christmas Boxes were completed for the Capuchin Day 

Centre in Church Street. Well done to all the teachers and students involved in these very worthy 

projects! 

 

 



  

 

           

 

 

 



PE Department News 

 

It is always busy and active in the DLSC PE Department.  This term the First Years were introduced 

to Touch Rugby, learning the skills of Evasion, Ball Handling, Passing, while developing their 

Spatial Awareness, Teamwork and Communication Skills.  Second Years were introduced to GAA 

Football learning about Hand Passing, Evasion, Creating Space, Kick Passing, Crouch Lifting, 

Soloing, High Catching while continuing to develop their Teamwork and Communication Skills. 

The Third Years took up Soccer where they learned the skills of Evasion, Passing, Shooting, 

Dribbling, Control, Heading, Creating Space, Spatial Awareness, Teamwork and Communication.  

The Transition Year Students embarked on the challenging Couch to 5Km Programme. They 

braved all weathers but have enjoyed the benefits of the effects of exercise on the body.  They also 

learned about the Major Muscle Groups, Scaling and Stretching.  

 

 



Extra- Curricular Activities  

It was a busy term for many students outside the classroom. It is great to see an increase in the 
number of students availing of the various clubs and sports in the school such as Debate Club, 
Green Schools, Scrabble, Table Tennis, Rugby, Basketball, Badminton, Homework Club and After 
School Study. Year Heads and Tutors are especially influential as they encourage students to get 
involved in every aspect of school life so that they develop friendships, key life skills and reach 
their full potential in De La Salle College. These clubs and sports along with our curriculum 
promote an active and health promoting school which is very important for our student’s 
wellbeing.  

 

DLSC Sport Updates 

It has been a very busy and exciting term for Sport in DLSC. The Rugby Pitches and Sports Hall 
have been home to some incredible games creating memories that will stay with our students 
for much of their lives. We are very proud of our tradition and the variety of sports we offer in 
DLSC.  We are keenly aware of the physical and mental health benefits for students, instilling 
values such as positivity, commitment, and hard work. Most importantly we hope that playing 
sport is fun and helps students develop lifelong friendships. 

Sport Updates– Badminton 

What a year it has been for Badminton in De La Salle! This season the Under 19A Badminton 

Team have taken the double, winning the Dublin and Leinster Schools Finals. Team Captain 

Conor Bradley led his team Jakub Kowalczyk, Maverick Labastilla, Evan Morton and Russel 

Flores through the initial league and on to two great finals where they played some spectacular 

matches. They are currently in training for the All Irelands on 25th March 2020.  Our Under 16As 

are also Dublin Champions and in training for the Leinster’s while our Under 14s will soon play 

for the Dublin Championship title. Most recently the U 15s became winners of the Dublin 

Community Games and this term will compete for the All Ireland Title. There is no doubt that 

this sport is going from strength to strength and huge acknowledgement must go to their very 

dedicated and hard working coach Lynn Mc Crave. We wish all our teams every success in the 

weeks ahead 

 



.    

        

 

Sport Updates – Basketball 

 All Ireland here we come! Basketball in DLSC is growing at a rapid rate thanks to the hard work 

of Coach Carlitos. Our U16 side have had a great season. We were extremely proud of the team 

when they brought home the Cup they recently won at the Regional Finals against Woodbrook 

College.  We wish them every success as they go on to play in the All Ireland final on February 

27th in the National Stadium. Our U14s have also been busy training in preparation for the 

games they will play this term while our U19s will be competing in a new tournament later in 

the term.  

 



   

 

 

 



Sport Updates - Rugby 

It is great to see our new First Year side getting stronger with each passing week, with 
comprehensive games played against Wilson Hospital, Templeogue College, Mount Temple, St. 
Conleth’s and High School. They have many more games scheduled for the next term and we 
hope that they will continue to enjoy their rugby and create lasting memories in the process. 
Our Staff Coaches Tom Cronin, Sharon Tully and David Broderick have done a great job thus far 
and we look forward to the next term and games that lie ahead. 

Our Junior side are a team that have shown themselves to be a formidable and very challenging 
side to play. They have played nearly twenty games this year and we have seen at times what 
can only be described as absolute doggedness. They have also been able to play in different 
ways, sometimes very willing to out- work other sides but also able to out- move them too. 
Coaches Tom Leigh and past pupil Ryan Firtzgerald have done a commendable job developing 
and supporting the team, allowing the boys to have great fun while also challenging them to be 
the best they can be!. With a large majority of this side qualifying to play Juniors again next year 
the youth of De La Salle rugby is in excellent shape. 

Please check our twitter page where you will find our weekly schedule of all sports. Remember 
you are always welcome to come and watch our boys in action.  

 

  



 

 

 

 



School Sports – Table Tennis  

Table Tennis is a sport that is beginning to grow in popularity this year, thanks to the dedication 
of Ms Plunkett. The students are so engaged and eager to improve that we decide to engage the 
guidance and support of professional coach to help develop our teams! Onwards and upwards 
for Badminton in DLSC. We Are Salle! 

 

 

 

 

 



Primary School Visits ‘A Day in Secondary School’ 

We recently had the pleasure of welcoming over 250 Third Class Students from local primary 

schools to the College. During their visit the students got a small insight into life in secondary 

school. Our visitors took part in French, Science, Woodwork and Computer Classes.  I would like 

to thank the teachers and students involved in designing and delivering this day. I would also 

like to thank the management and staff of our visiting schools; Divine Word NS, St. Attracta’s 

SNS, Our Lady’s Ballinteer BNS, Our Lady’s Clonskeagh NS and Good Shepherd NS. We look 

forward to welcoming students from other local schools, in the near future.  

     

               

 



 

 

 

Past Pupil News 

De La Salle College are very proud of Past Pupil Professor Brian O'Dowd who recently won 

the 2019 Prix Galien Canada Research Award (De La Salle Alumni: 1958 to 1966) is the most 

prestigious award in the field of Canadian pharmaceutical research and innovation and referred 

to as the Nobel Prize of pharmaceutical research. This award recognizes research judged to have 

made the most significant contribution to pharmaceutical research in Canada. Dr O'Dowd is a 

professor in the Department of Pharmacology at University of Toronto.  

 



 

The De La Salle College Community would like to congratulate Professor O'Dowd on this 

wonderful achievement and on a distinguished career in the area of science.  

Sean Mari – National Elite Light Fly (49kg) Champion 

Congratulations to Sean Mari (Class of 2018) who was victorious in the National Elite finals on 

Friday, November 22nd in The National Stadium. Sean is now the All Ireland Light fly (49KG) 

champion. Sean is working hard towards his goal of boxing for Ireland in the Paris Olympics in 

2024. We wish Sean the very best of luck and we look forward to hearing about his future 

successes.  

 

Trinity College and UCD Entrance Scholarships 

Staff and students were delighted to hear that two past pupils were awarded scholarships based 

on high academic achievement in the Leaving Certificate 2019. Congratulations to Dualtagh 

McDonnell- Grundy (Class of 2019) who was awarded the Entrance Scholarship to Trinity 

College and to Enda Kelly (Class of 2019) who was awarded the Entrance Scholarship to UCD. 



Well done and very well deserved. We wish them both every success in college and in their 

future careers. 

 

Past Pupils Gathering- An Invite to All Past Pupils 

On May 15th in the Glenside Churchtown a Past Pupil gathering will take place. We are hoping to 

put a committee together who will work with the College to develop a new Past Pupil Network, 

to provide a way for past students from all years to reconnect with the College and its sizeable 

Alumni. Plans for this event are underway, please keep an eye on the College Website and social 

media channels for updates.  

We love to hear news of our past pupil body. If you have any stories you wish to be included in 

the Newsletter or on the Past Pupil Section of our website please email 

office@delasallecollege.com.  

 
 
A Message from the Parents’ Association 
 

De La Salle Parents’ Association is a group of volunteering parents. We meet once a month with 

senior staff members of the college. We discuss goals for the coming year, social events and 

fundraising ideas. Our Parents Association is a structure through which parents /guardians can 

work together for the best possible education for our boys. As a parent/guardian of a boy in the 

school you are automatically a member of the Parents’ Association. The PA are delighted to be a 

part of this term’s newsletter. It gives us the opportunity to tell parents what we have been 

involved with and more importantly an insight to up and coming events.  

Our last term was very eventful indeed…. The De La Salle Annual Christmas Fair took place on 

Sunday 1st December 2019.This was our biggest fundraising initiative in the DLSC calendar this 

year. It was this year, as always, a whole school effort and its success was due to support from 

parents, students, staff and the local community. Our focus for this year was to get even more 

parents involved in making 2019 Fair the best yet and the PA were delighted to have so many 

offers of help from parents.…. Thank you! For those who joined in the fun on the day, it was 

extremely festive and certainly a day to remember 
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.  

The DLSC Christmas Concert took place on December 15th, in the Parish of the Good Shepherd. 

Thank you to the Dublin Orchestra Players and our very own DLSC boys, and to all parents who 

bought tickets and attended. Your support helped make the event the success it was. 

Up and coming …… Bags to School Fundraiser!!  In recent years, De la Salle Parents 

Association have organised a Bags2school collection. We have found it to be a very effective way 

of raising funds for our school. This year we are hoping to change the format slightly by 

extending our appeal to a wider audience – our local community as well as our school 

community. Bags2schools is a business founded in 2001 specialising in the collection of 

unwanted textiles that are sold to export markets worldwide. All clothing collected by 

Bag2School is sold, either sorted or un-sorted, to importers and wholesalers in many countries 

of Eastern and Western Europe, Africa and Asia. Bag2School is a good way to dispose of 

unwanted clothing and help raise money for our school, so please watch out for notification of 

dates on the school website which will be posted soon. Perfect time for a spring clean!  

Non Uniform Day!!  The PA are delighted to announce that we are to have our very first PA Non 

Uniform Day. Thank you to school management for their support with our plans to help raise 

funds for our Parents’ Association. We hope that we can rely on your support with this event by 

encouraging your son to participate on the day. The more students that participate, the more 

money we raise…which in effect will go directly back to your son in some aspect of his school 

life be it his graduation, welcome night, library or sports kits. Follow the school’s website for 

more information….  

Graduation Night This most certainly is one of the most memorable and favourite events of the 

year! It is always such a pleasure to help make this evening a special one for our 6th year boys 

and their parents. We are now making plans to organise the reception so please watch the 

school’s website for appeals for helpers on the day itself. 

APPEAL for Membership It is important that parents get involved in these school and student 

events, no matter how big or small, your contribution really does make a difference. Come join 



the De La Salle PA. To finish I just want to say  that the PA are involved in organising social 

events for parents and boys. We work in partnership with Management and staff to fundraise as 

well as other ways to support the school and its students. Those of us involved in the PA agree 

that we feel more connected to and informed in relation to the activities of the school. Please 

consider becoming involved with the PA - go on the committee, volunteer for jobs and share the 

load, use the website, attend and support PA events. We welcome any parent who would be able 

to help for specific projects or events at any stage throughout the year. If you can spare a couple 

of hours, it would be greatly appreciated. 

 The committee continues to work hard to increase involvement of parents in the knowledge 

that being involved and sharing expertise is to the benefit of our boys and school community. 

We welcome all ideas to make sure our PA is as good as it can be. Our next monthly meeting is 

due to take place on March 2nd, 2020 @6.45pm and we would love to see some new faces! 

Please consider coming along as we are always looking for and welcome new members 

Niamh Carberry  

Chairperson of DLSC Parents Association 

 

Dates for Diary 

• 6th Year Mock Exams 24th February -6th March 

• 3rd Year Mock Exams 27th February -6th March 

• St Patrick’s Day Celebrations16th& 17th March 

• Whole Staff Junior Cycle Training Day 26th March 

• French Oral Exams 23rd -27th March 

• Irish Oral Exams 30th March-3rd April 

• Easter Holidays 6th-17th April 

I hope you enjoyed catching up on all that has happened in our busy school over the last term.  I 

wish you all every blessing for the Easter Term, especially our exam classes as they prepare to 

sit their Mock Exams next week. 

Yours sincerely, 

Siobhán Foster 

Principal 

 

 


