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Front Row: Mr. Adams, David Ennis, Pat Cryan, Mr. Mullally, Louis Kelly, J. Bentley, Mr. Hewson.
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1



1957 Chapter 11
Salle Rugby Through the Years

The First Cup Team in the College — 1956-1957 Junior Cup Team
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1969 Cup Side defeated by Blackrock
Back Row: John Whitty, John Donnellan, Anthony McGrath.
Middle Row: Donal Daly, Michael O'Gorman, Gerry Cuddy, Declan Nash, Domnic Duffy, Paul Murphy, Aidan Kenna.
Seated: Aidan Sweency, Stephen Ceillier, Paul Hickey, Paddy Murphy, Dirk Folens, Brendan Byrne, Ciaran Murphy.

1969

3

De La Salle players, left to right: Mick O'Gorman, Tony Donnellan, Paul Murphy, Anthony McGrath, Declan Nash (with ball),
Paul Hickey.



PRESS REPORTS OF 1975 SENIOR CUP FINAL

Rugby: Leinster schools’ final

POLL
BLACKROC]

INSPIRATION

BLACKROCK COLLEGE
DE LA SALLE, CHURCHTOWN

THE LEINSTER Schools' Senior Cup went back to a Fumiliar
location as a result of events in the fina! at Liunsdowne Roud

yesterday when

Blackrock retained the utle and

R S
7

captured it for

the 53rd time, defeating De La Salle, Churchtown, by two tries
and a penally goal to a try and a penalty coul
ing by 7-4 and- that lacy were sv| force in attuck and the maaner in
(pla.:cu having yiclied an immense| which they scored a try just on

the muny

hiave  been
through the yeurs, and however
worthy, none hay  heen  harder
earned than this lafest succuss,

wxcmBY
EDMUND Van ESBECK

mentornous
victorics

However
Blackrock

It was not a performance in the
typical Blackrock mould and. if
the method by which they achieved
their win will be less & cause for
celebration than the victory itself,
they nonetheless  deserved the
spoils from & game that was in-
teasly exciting and one that yct
again reflected the utmost credit
on the [ighting gualiues of @
tepacious and courageous upposi-
tion, who went down with honour.

Blackrock owe their ail 1o the
pack, notably number cight Phil
Pollard for he scored their two

trics, bota the result of profonged

pressure on the De La 3Sallc de-
fence. The accond try by the
winners came just at the rnight
moment, 1l minutes from the end
and at a ime when Blackrock waie
allowing  apzetics o ofecp

their play having concedad the
lead through a penalty Xicked from
the “25" yards line aad 15 sasds
in trom touch by the De Li Saic

out-1slf Brendan Murphs i i5e
19th minute of the sezond hail.

STRIKING TRIBUTE
That seore lelt De La Salic oo

8

lamount of possession, wias @ sirik-
ing wibute to the coaiacter ol a
pack of lorwards who, physicaily,
were not  a  match  dor
opponents, but who tore 1ato ruck
and maul with a will and po mcan
degree of skill and wno
eifectively.

The difference between the packs
was emphasised to lelling cticet
in the 27th minute when De La
Salic lost their own acrum pear
their line, and where toreed buk
for Pollurd to grab the lead for
his side with g try, De La Salle
had great difficuhty  throughost in
winning  clean  possession in the
tight, while the Blackrock boys
vere abo dominant in the linc-out.

Here Kevin McGrath and Sean
Dayle were the main instruments
of possession, but their poxd wark
alten went for nothing as the De
Ta Salle forwards, notably the back

row of Colin Byrne, John Treacy
and Michael Coleman, harassed
and frustrated Blackrock in their

attempts to turn the possession 1o
accounl,

THLLING TACKLING
Blackiocy hall-hilKs, bhk‘”_\'
= 't were  never  really
: favlh. d hen they  Jdid
€ ¢ moving, e De La
Saflc difcnle aas up quidkly o
2 2aps and lackic in
TS 8qc De La é pucks
Sl og ¢ more accompiished

theie L1t

half-time  provided  the game’s
fiightight, Hugh MceDonnell

finished off a spleadid movemeal
spiit the Hiackrock  defence,
which three times previously had

can almust siclded swores tw the eager
spotled | Josers' hachs

The try by McDonoell left the
scote at 44 when  the interval
arrived and. if Blackrock had e¢n-
joved territorial  advantage  and
infinitely  more  posscwsion,  they
were fortunate to be on level terms
faur Brendan Murphy, the De La
Sulle  out-half, missed two very
hickable penalty chances, one from
the “25" in the sixth minute and
another from 40 yards and almos'
in front of the posts in the 15th
minute.

SEVERE BLOW

At this point. too, De La Salle
reeenved a severe blow when their
scvund row. Ray Quualan, had lo
leave the field with a shoulder
injury and, while his deputy, Hugh
Shechan. fougnt with the tesolution
tynical of his colleagues, Quintan's
height was missed in the line-out,
the area ol almost tatal Blackrock
dueninance.

The sciond period was basically
a repetztion of the opening one,
with the Blwhroek forwards laying'
ot the possesion and De La Salle”
delending  resalutely and  spoiling

Ibrendan
14

whon
penalty

and,
biched @

flectively

Siugphis



minuies [tom me, a major sur-
s looked more than a  possi-
) 495
With 1 minutes 1o go, Blackrock
sttached dow the lefi flank and the
2itack was halted. From the ruck,
Zail Pollard got  possession  and
made a itremendous surge for the
bne on the blind side. He reached
Sis objective to score a try for the
=innefs. a erucial one which reflects
= uimuost credit on Pobard, who
und one of the few gapy the De
Lz Salle boys had left all after-
a0on.

tne Biachrock leiwz:-ue Y5
that the rest of the game was
fought mainly in De La Salle terri-
tery and just on luil-time, Harry

Herbison, Blackrock’s accomplished
hooker, tooh over the place-kicking
duties from O'Rrien and Kicked a
penully from in {root of the De La
Silte posts to stretch a tenuvous
one-point lead 1o the more comiert-
abie proporiicns of Jeur nsoints,

OLD FRIENDS

Thus were old friends reunited
agqin, the cup and Blackrock, and
De Lu Salle must wait at least &
while longer before their name goes
on the plinth for the first time.

Not a game of great technical
merit, dbut ope Tull of industry,
honesty  and  excitement,  Phil

Pollard will be the toust of Black-

1975 Final
Back Row: Hugh Sheehan, John Tracey, Tim McCarthy, Des Fitzgerald, Ray Quinlan, Hugh McDonnell.
Standing: Brendan Murphy. Tony Kavanagh, Lorcan Balfe, John Malone, Peter O'Reilly, Adrian O'Connor, Keith Mooney.
Seated: Mik Coleman, Alan Pakenham. Collie Byrne, John Farrell. Mel McKenna.

Coach: Aidan Kenna.

rock. and he played extremelv well
inoevery respect, as did MeGrath,
Dovie, Harbison and Molloy in a
very good pack. Once apain, the
Dc¢ La Salle tight head prop, Des-
nond  Fitzgerald, was the iaspira-
jon for his collesgues, all of whom
csponded  in magnificent  {ashicn
gainat what was a supenor forcc,
Risckrock Collepe M. MaeNeilt: p.

nRArtY Mulldowney, C. O Keliv, J.
AcCarthv: B, O'Brisn, P, Sherry; 1, Lzng-
work: H. Harbisen. capt.. C. Pelard, k.

dctirath, S Dovle, G. Mailoy, P. Paliacd,

(siivarry,

De La Sulle — A Pakenhanm, 1!,
AcDonneil, P. O'Rettly, A, O'Connor, T,
cavanazgh; B. Murphy, J. Malone: M.
1cKenna, L. Balfe, D, Firigera G 7
AcCasthy, R, Qunlan, M. Coleman. J.
reacy, ¢ Hvrne, capt. Substitute —- .

hechan for Quintan, 16 minutes,
Referee—D  Burnetl.
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By COLM sSMITH
Blackrock College, 11 pts.

De La Salle, Churchtown, 7 pis.
BLACKROCK COLLEGE, the king-pins of
the Leinster Schools” Senfor Cup since it
was inaugurated 89 years ago, won ihe iitle
for the 53rd time before a huge crowd at
Lansdowne Road vesterday but much of the
glory in a tensc, exciting final, gees to De
La Salle, Churchtewn, who surrendered to
the massive odds apainst them enly in the

Jast quarter of the game.

Outright favourites Dbefore the game
began Blackrock found themseives strug s; in
in arears less than fiftcen minutes before t tire
end but the vastly superior we ghL of tt

carried the
bringing them victory by two tries and

forwards  eventually

\
s

the
Y
il

penalty goal to a try and a penalty goal,

In the end they just about
desarved  their victory simply
because their forwards  were
stronger and heavier and could
deny possession to the betier
and more constructive De Lz
Salle back divigion which used
their Jimited supply of the ball
with far more menace than the
champlons.

With players of the calibre
and size of Langbroex and
Harbison 'in the f{ront row,
McGrath in the second and
Phillip  Pollard and  Molloy
behind it was a constant uphill

struggle for De La Salle to win
possession from the set pieces.

In fact, there were times when
Salle virtually opted out of
contesting  the set  scrum,
preferring to spoil the opposition
which they did with telling
effect.

Their  half-backs, Brendan
Murphy and John  Malone,
coznplcteh outshone their

opposite numbers, and Malone
in particular was quite a star at
the base of the scrum. The
entire back divisicn and for-
wards Coleman, Byrne and

12

Treacy tackled everything that
moved with such effect that
‘Rock were forced into frequent
error and made o look, at
times, a very ordinary outfit,

DIVED OVER

The Blackrock backs were
hardly ever seen to effect and it
was fitting that both their tries
should have been scored by &
forward, number eight, Phillip
Pollard, The first came after Zi
minutes when they pushed De
La Saile off their own ball close
to the line and Pollard picked
up and dived over.

Earlier Brendan Murphy had
two good opportunities to give
De La Salle the lzad but he
hooked his first kick at goai
from the 25 vards and was nar-
rowly wide with another from 40
yards.

They did Jhowever diraw level
first half injurytime when a
series of good rucks led to a try
in first half ipjury tume when a

McDonneil.

Fighteen minutes inlo tha
second half they tock the lead
when  McDonnell  was  late
tackled by McoCarthy

Murphy kicked the gou!l but it
would have been guite fantastic
it they had survived the almost
ceaseless  su bsqumt pressure
from the Blockrock pack,

FINALLY WILTED

McGrath took over the lineout
and with all eight forwards
driving through like steamrollers
the superb De La Salle defence
finally wilted and Pollard went
tarough easily enough on the
blind side of a ruck to put théem
8-7 in front with about eight
minutes remaining

Almost on the strake of [full
time the 'Rock caplain,
larbison, kicked a penaliy goal

“from just outside the 25,

Blackrock Collage-—H., MeNeill
Fogurty, W, Mulldowney, C. &’
i V'ianhv B. O'Brien, P.
J. Langbroek, . Har
C. Pollard, K. McGrath, 5
Molioy, P. Pollard, L. Gilvairy.

De Lr Salle College—A. Paxmhax-.,
1.  McDonnell, P. ©O'Reilly, A,
O'Connor, T. kamnash, B. Mumﬁy, Ji
Maione; M. McKenna, L. Bualle, D.
Fiizgerald, T, McCarihy, R, Qu.:~lm,
M. (,kaan. J. Treacy, Iy
(zapt.;. Sub.—~H. Sheehan :Jr Qui J.m

Referee—D. Burnett (Leinster Asso-

and elsnont




1979 Semi-Final

DE LA SALLE 3 TERENURE 6

Senior Cup Team, 1978-1979
Back Row: Arthur Scott, Tom Clancy, Ross Creegan, David Lawler, Brendan Sheridan, Conor Sweeney, Frank Rourke,
Middle Row: Mr. Brendan Byrne, John McCarthy, John Ryan, John Mulhall. Richard Porier, Seamus Cosgrave, Brian
Connell, Francis McBride.
Front Row: Niall Sweeney, Gerry McCoy, Brian Sweeney, David Hennessey, Bernard Hoey (Capiain). Brendan Kenneliy,
Noel Kearney, Aidan Quinlan.
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Chapter III 1983 Cup Campaign
SECOND ROUND

DE LA SALLE 10 NEWBRIDGE COLLEGE 3

16



B

Brendan Balfe breaks from a scrum in the second round match against Newbridge College.
(Photo: courtesy of Irish Times)

|
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Seniors vs Newbridge in Donnybrook
Pat O’Neill leads a break supported on the outside by Balfe and Spring.
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1983

Quarter-
Final

DE LA SALLE 33
ST. GERARDS 4
at Donnybrook




Semi-Final 1983

DE LA SALLE 3
ROSCREA 0

at Lansdowne Road

19
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Mark Feely dominates a line out in the Semi-Final against Roscrea. Other Salle players featured are Coogan (1),
Downey (3), Spring and Mooney.
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CASTLEKNOCK COLLEGE

FULL BACK 15. K. ROWE Full Back
THREE QUARTERS 14. C. MURTAGH Right Wing
13. J. BUTLER Right Centre
12. R. HEARNE Left Centre
11. J. MASON Left Wing
HALF BACKS 10. J. FANAGAN Out Half
9. J. SHORTHALL Scrum Half
FORWARDS 1. R. CARTHY Loose Head Prop
2. L KELLY Hooker
3. G. EIVERS Tight Head Prop
4. S. BYRNE Second Row Lock
5. P. BRADY Second Row Lock
6. J. FOGARTY (Capt.) Wing Forward
7. J. BRADY Wing Forward
8. P. WARD No. 8
Replacements
16. P. Coleman
17. D. Bell
18. L. Magee
19. T. Doyle
20. P. Masterson
21. M. O’Shea
Referee: J. R. WEST

(Association of Referees Leisnter Branch)
Touch Judges: D. I. H. BURNETT

(Association of Referees Leinster Branch)

D. TAYLOR

(Association of Referees Leinster Branch)

DE LA SALLE CHURCHTOWN

FULL BACK 15. R. DUNNE Full back
THREE QUARTERS 14. P. O'NEILL Right Wing
13. M. McARDLE (Capt.) Right Centre
12. B. MURNAGHAM Left Centre
11. J. KAVANAGH Left Wing
HALF BACKS 10. G. GLENNON Out Half
9. B. BALFE Scrum Half
FORWARDS 1. D. COOGAN Loose Head Prop
2. N. MULDOWNEY Hooker
3. T. DOWNEY Tight Head Prop
4. K. PREISTLEY Second Row Lock
5. M. FEELY Second Row Lock
6. A. MOONEY Wing Forward
7. S. HAYES Wing Forward
8. P.SPRING No. 8
Replacements
16. G. Graham
17. S. Stenson
18. R. Collins
19. M. O'Dywer
20. C. Shay
21. E. O’Neill

24



Presentation from the Final Sponsors




IRISH TIMES MATCH REPORT MONDAY, MARCH 21st, 1983

Two fine tries swing game
in De La Salle’s favour

DE LA SALLE, Churchtown ....c.ccoececerecerarnnees 13

CASTLEKNOCK......cotvereennerairanees 6

DE LA SALLE, Churchtown, a school that contributed so handsomely to the game during a

?uaner of a century of endeavour without tasting the fruits of ultimate success swept a
intment of having lost in two finals previously when at

rustration and disap

the
d

yesterday they won the Leinster Schools Senior Cup for the first time.

De La Salle captured the trophy
by beating Castleknock 13-6 in a
final that embraced many of the
characteristics that we have come
to admire in the schools game. A

reat occasion then, for, the

hurchtown boys and they embel-
lished their success by scoring two
tries worthy to adorn any level of
the game.

_By
EDMUND VAN ESBECK

Watched, as it invariably is, by
a huge crowd, the match provided
a stirring contrast, and, while
Castleknock had every right to
entertain hopes they might win the
trophy for the first time since 1965
until the closing stages, there is
not a semblance of doubt that the
side with the more rounded skills
won on the day and did it
admirably.

The scenes of rejoicing at the
end were, as one would expect for
a school taking the trophy for the
first time, memorable and the
celebrations will go on for a long
time in the Churchtown area.

RELIED ON PACK

From the outset it was evident
that Castleknock's hopes were
firmly pinned on the strength of
their pack, and their ability to
defendp resolutely and wait for the
moment to strike. They did a fine
job of containment in the first 20
minutes, during which
Churchtown ted their inten-
tions as their backs ran the ball at
every opportunity, but were met
with some steadfast tackling. In
that initial phase, the Churchtown
forwards did better than expected
and if, in the end, it was two
glorious tries which set them on
the high road to victory, they owe
much to the work of their pack.

26

After weathering that early
pressure, Castleknock settled and
the line out, which in the early
stages had been dominated by
Mark Feely, Kevin Priestly and
Paul Spring for De La Salle
became a more fertile area.

Simon Byrne, who has contri-
buted so much to Castleknock in
the competition, began to exert
authority and Castleknock put on
tremendous pressure in a
10-minute spell between the 20th
and 30th minutes. It got its
reward, oddly enough after De La

Salle had lifted the siege. An
obstruction on scrum half Jim
Shortall, an assiduous worker in
his side's cause, gave Karl Rowe
a simple penalty chance to give
Castleknock the lead. It was,
however, of short duration. Within
two minutes, Brendan Balfe equal-
ised for De La Salle and so it was
?-3 at the break and all to play
or.

In the initial stages of the
second half, Castleknock enjoyed
their best spell, as their forwards
kept them in De La Salle territory
and a penalty from in front of the

ts after an obstruction on Jody

anagan again gave Rowe a
simple task. The score was, in
fact, clouded in controversy.
Rowe, who hit the ball very hard
from a short distance, saw both
touch judges deem that the kick
had not gone over the bar, but
referee John West decreed the
score good.

So De La Salle now faced a
stern examination of their spirit
and their ability and they met the
challenge in glorious fashion. With
14 minutes gone in the second
period they scored a magnificent
try when they moved the ball to
the right across the back line, with
Balfe making the initial ground —
how well he played — and outside
half Glennon transferred to

Michael McArdle and he crossed
far out on the right. Balfe missed
the conversion.

From that point, De La Salle
always looked the likely winners.
Their scrummaging was very good
and the work of their pack
generally both intelligent and
effective against a force physically
stronger and one in which Pat
Ward had a great game at number
eight. Downey, Feely, Priestly and
Spring worked like beavers and
did it extremely well to give De
La Salle the gall their talented
backs could use, while flanker
Alan Mooneg did some sterling
work in defence when it was
needed.

The tactical appreciation of the
Churchtown boys was admirable
and the halves deserve immense
credit. Then, with five minutes
remaining, De La Salle struck
again with a devastating back
movement as their accomplished
full back, Richard Dunne, came
up into the line to give right
winger Pat O'Neill the sconn,
pass for a great try. Balfe kicke
the conversion from the touchline.

Now all that remained was the
formality of the final moments as
De La Salle’s supporters waited to
acclaim a famous victory.

DE LA SALLE, CHURCHTOWN:— R
Dunne. P O Neill, M McArdle, B Murnaghan,
J Kavanagh, B Glennon, B Balfe, D Coogan,
N M\ildowna. T Downcz. K Priestly, M
Fccl{. A oone&. P ?ﬁn’k S Hayes.
Replacement: G Graham for Kavanagh 60
minutes.

CASTLEKNOCK:— K Rowe. C Murtagh,
J Butler, R Hearne, J Mason, J Fanagan, J
Shortall, R Carlt}y. I Kelly, G Eiver, §
Byrne. P Brady, J Fogarty capt. P Ward, J
Brady. Replacement: M O'Shea for Eivers, 49
minutes.

Referee: J West.







